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 CBOW definition: a child born to a local parent 
and a member of a foreign military force.

 This is a phenomenon, and also now a field of 
study, that spans continents as well as contexts.

 After the war, these children are often 
stigmatized. They experiences a stigma related 
to their ethnic or racial origins, stigmas related 
to their mothers ‘loose morals,’ and, crucially, 
for many a stigma of having been born of an 
‘enemy’ soldier and a ‘collaborator.’

Who are CBOW?

Wedding day, 1946 (M10, Riga, 26 
February 2018)



WWII CBOW

 For the purposes of my study, for lack 
of a better approach, I have come to 
use the terms “Third Reich” (TR) and 
“Soviet” (USSR) CBOW to speak of 
children of not only German and 
Russian soldiers but also those of 
other nationalities serving in those 
armed forces. 

 Little is known of CBOW in post-
communist Europe.

TR soldier with a Latvian nurse; Source: The Museum of the Occupation 
of Latvia (OML)



Participants

39 interviews total

24 w/ ‘Third Reich’ 
CBOW

15 w/ USSR CBOW

33 w/ CBOW

6 w/ direct relatives



 TR CBOW in the West, as well as, USSR CBOW for that matter, have been shown 
to have psychological, psychosomatic and also physical problems.

 The situational mechanism, the social pressure, for caregivers to conspire in 
silence in the private sphere often comes to inhibit the transmission of TR family 
memories in the West.

 Such social pressures results in socially-suppressed memories in the public and 
often the private spheres.

‘Conspiracy of Silence’ in the West: the Social 
Suppression of Memory



 As a foundation for our discussion, we can note that in post-war Latvia fear and 
terror was all-encompassing: for example, of all my participants, TR and USSR 
CBOW, 71% reported Soviet state-led repressions in their families, including 66,6% of 
the USSR CBOW testimonies. 

 After the war, with the second Soviet occupation, the harshest Soviet repressions 
occurred. While I have not found any definitive proof that the regime conducted 
repressions against TR CBOW or families for this sole fact, repressions were so 
widespread that fear as a topic is prevalent in all of my interviews. 

‘Conspiracy of Silence’ in the East: the Oppression 
of Memory



 Of my TR subjects show direct attempts made to conceal CBOW 
identities from the state. Examples include fake names on BC, 
grandparents positioned and registered as parents, mother’s first 
husband (who had died, were lost in the war or were in Siberia at the 
time) are registered as the father, step-fathers positioned and registered 
as the real father, or in one extreme case where a child was hidden for 
two years before being registered (during this interview, we came to 
realize that the birth year the CBOW had cited was likely false- adjusting 
it by two years not only came to explain the story of her mother’s 
pregnancy but also why the ‘child's’ first memories were from “the age 
of two”). 

The Opression of Memory (Cont.)



Erasures and Augmentation of Cultural Memory 

The SD uniform has 
been photo-shopped 

out in the US and 
returned to LV.

Of all my subjects, the only photo 
with mother and TR Father. Small, 

grainy, never augmented. 

Photo of mothers first husband. 
Insignia has been coloured over. 

Insignia has been cut out.



Essentially, we may say that while TR CBOW and their 
families in the West had their memories socially 
suppressed, in occupied Latvia they were primarily 
institutionally oppressed. 

Conclusions



 Aarelaid-Tart, A. (2016). The Soviet past through the lenses of different memory communities. In: Nugin, R., Kannike, A., 
Raudsepp, M., (eds). Generations in Estonia: Contemporary Perspectives on Turbulent Times. Series. Approaches to 
Culture Theory, 5. Tartu: University of Tartu Press. P. 106-127. 

 Assmann, A. (2011). Cultural memory and Western civilization. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

 Aarelaid, A. (2006). Cultural trauma and life stories. Helsinki: Aleksanteri Institute.

 Alexander, J. C. (2013). Trauma: A social theory. Cambridge, U.K: Polity.

 Alexander, J. C. (2010). Cultural trauma and collective identity. Berkeley, Calif. [u.a.: Univ. of California Press.

 Alexander, J. C. (2010). Toward a Theory of Collective Trauma. In J. Alexander, R. Eyerman, B. Giesen, N. J. Smelser & P. 
Sztompka (Eds.), Cultural Trauma and Collective Identity (pp. 1-30). Berkeley, California: Univ. of California Press.

 Alexander, J. C. (2010). On the Social Construction of Moral Universals: The “Holocaust” from War Crime to Trauma 
Drama. In J. Alexander, R. Eyerman, B. Giesen, N. J. Smelser & P. Sztompka (Eds.), Cultural trauma and collective 
identity (pp. 196-263). Berkeley, California: Univ. of California Press. Aarelaid, A. (2006). Cultural trauma and life stories. 
Helsinki: Aleksanteri Institute.

 Bertaux, D., Thompson, P. R., & Rotkirch, A. (2004). On Living Through Soviet Russia. London: Routledge.

 Children Born of War (2016). CHIBOW.org. European Union's Horizon 2020. Available online: 
http://www.chibow.org/?page_id=7 (Accessed 08.11.2016)

 Dag Ellingsen, En registerbasert undersøkelse, Statistics Norway, Rapport Nr. 2004/19, 2004.

 Danutė, G. (2015). Lithuanian Faces After Transition: Psychological Consequences of Cultural Trauma. Vilnius: Eugrimas.

Works cited

http://www.chibow.org/?page_id=7


 Duprat-Kushtanina, V. (2013). “Remembering the repression of the Stalin era in Russia: on the non-transmission of family 
memory,” Nationalities Papers, 41:2, 225-239, DOI: 10.1080/00905992.2012.752804

 Ericsson, Kjersti, and Eva Simonsen (2005). Children of World War II: The Hidden Enemy Legacy. Oxford, UK: Berg.

 Figes, O. (2007). The Whisperers: Private life in Stalin's Russia. New York: Picador.

 Glaesmer, Heide and Sabine Lee, eds (2015). Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Children Born of War - from World War II to 
current conflict settings. N.p.: U of Leipzig

 Goffman, E. (1963) Stigma: Notes on the mangagemt of spoiled identity. Englewood Cliffs NJ:Prentice Hall

 Karpova A., Kraukle I., Rutka L., & Vidnere, M. (2001). “Represēto Ģimeņu Pārdzīvojumu Pieredze,” Latvijas Zinātņu 
Akadēmijas Vēstis Vol. 55, 1./2. (612./613.), pp. 10-16.

 Majer, Diemut, Peter T. Hill, Edward V. Humphrey, and Brian Levin. "non-germans" Under the Third Reich: The Nazi Judicial 
and Administrative System in Germany and Occupied Eastern Europe with Special Regard to Occupied Poland, 1939-1945. , 2013. 
Print.OMF15270/1-29

 Mochmann, Ingvill C., and Stein Ugelvik Larsen (2008).  “Children Born of War: The Life Course of Children Fathered by 
German Soldiers in Norway and Denmark During WWII — Some Empirical Results”, Historical Social Research, Vol. 33 (1), pp. 
347–363.

 Mochmann, Ingvill C. ; Lee, Sabine: The human rights of children born of war : case analyses of past and present conflicts. 
In: Historical Social Research 35 (2010), 3, pp. 268-298. URN: http://nbnresolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0168-ssoar-310771

Works cited

http://nbnresolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0168-ssoar-310771


 Mochmann, Ingvill C. ; Lee, Sabine ; Stelzl-Marx, Barbara: The children of occupations born during the Second World War and 
beyond : an overview. In: Historical Social Research 34 (2009), 3, pp. 263-282. URN: http://nbn-resolving.de/ urn:nbn:de:0168-
ssoar-287285

 Mühlhäuser, Regina (2005). “Between Extermination and Germanization: Children of German Men in the Occupied Eastern 
Territories 1942-1945” in Ericsson K. and Simonsen E. (Eds.) Children of World War II: The Hidden Enemy. Oxford, UK: Berg, pp. 
167–189. 

 Oland, A. (2006). Silences, Public and Private. In: Ericsson, K., & Simonsen, E. (2006). Children of World War II: The hidden 
enemy legacy (pp. 53-70). Oxford: Berg Oxford international Publishers.

 Personal interviews

 Skultans, V. (2001). Oral Interviews: Theory and Practice. In: Zirnīte, M. Spogulis: Latvijas Mutvārdu Vēsture (pp. 46-58). Rīga: 
Latvijas Universitātes, Filozofijas un Sociolog̦ijas Institūts, Nacionālās Mutvārdu Vēstures Projekts
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Thank you for your attention and 
I appreciate your comments!
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