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 CBOW definition: a child born to a local parent 
and a member of a foreign military force.

 This is a phenomenon, and also now a field of 
study, that spans continents as well as contexts.

 CBOW may experience stigmas related to their 
ethnic or racial origins, stigmas related to their 
mothers ‘loose morals,’ and, crucially, for many 
a stigma of having been born of an ‘enemy’ 
soldier and a ‘collaborator.’

 Stigma is a conflict of identity, which in turn is 
based on collective (group) memory

CBOW and the Study of Memory

Wedding day, 1946 (M10, Riga, 26 
February 2018)



Subjects of Latvian CBOW study

38 subjects total

23 ‘Third Reich’ 
CBOW

15 ‘Soviet’ CBOW

33 CBOW interviews

5 w/ direct relatives



 Memory is intrinsically linked to identity

 As an identity construction, memory is an abridged version of the 
past motivated by the needs of the present. 

 For this goal, memory is selective and runs the risk of distortions, 
even ignoring facts for the stability of identity

 Oral history sources contain not just facts of history, but also tell 
us how individuals and groups relate to those facts.

Memory as a Source



 Surviving Memory: Truth and Inaccuracy in Holocaust
Testimony (Roseman 2010)

 Grandpa wasn’t a Nazi: The Holocaust in German family 
remembrance (Welzer 2005)

 For the sake of identity, memory can be unconsciously 
and even consciously be altered

Identity and Oral History Sources



 Conspiracy Theories as Part of History (Van Prooijen & Douglas 
2017)

 Crisis situations: impactful and rapid societal change that calls 
established power structures, norms of conduct, or even the 
existence of specific people or groups into question.

 In a similar way, family crisis require logical explanation, even 
in spite of no such logic or facts.

 Gaps in knowledge or understanding, tend to be filled in ways 
that confirm and reinforce identity.

Crisis Situations and Survival Stories



 In post-war Latvia fear and terror was all-encompassing: of all subjects, 
TR and USSR CBOW, TR and USSR CBOW, 71% reported Soviet state-led 
repressions in their families, including 66,6% of the USSR CBOW 
testimonies. 

 While I have not found any definitive proof that the regime conducted 
repressions against TR CBOW or families for this sole fact, 
rationalizations for survival often revolve around the family having been 
able to hide the origins of the child.

Terror and Trauma in Latvian CBOW Testimonies
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Thank you for your attention and 
I appreciate your comments!

www.CHIBOW.org
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